[image: image1.jpg]©

CONNECTED

NATIEN.



Supporting Connected Nation, Broadband Leaders Across the Nation File Comments with the FCC, NTIA and RUS 
Contact:   Kasey McCrary                

                            IMMEDIATE RELEASE

      kmccrary@connectednation.org

                         April 29, 2009

                  202-340-5776
Public comments encourage agencies to look to broadband programs that produce results for communities, pointing to the public-private partnership model of Connected Nation and its state initiatives. 
Washington, DC:  In recent submissions to federal government agencies, the work of Connected Nation and its state initiatives prompted more than 70 submissions of support from citizens, businesses, industry and labor organizations, government and community leaders and various public interest groups.  Filings consistently lauded Connected Nation’s public-private partnership model for broadband mapping and sustainable adoption programs as the best path to achieving meaningful results for broadband-based expansion. 

The letters were filed during public comment periods opened by NTIA, FCC and RUS to seek input on how these agencies should implement parts of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act that provide $7.2 billion to improve broadband in the United States. 
Governors Phil Bredesen of Tennessee and Ted Strickland of Ohio pointed to the dramatic changes that have occurred in broadband in their states following the launch of Connected Nation programs in their states.
“Connected Tennessee has been active in the state of Tennessee since 2006 working to bring broadband availability to all Tennesseans and using innovative techniques to ensure that more and more citizens of the Volunteer State every day realize the benefits of broadband adoption,” Bredesen wrote. 

“Since the start of our initiative, we have seen concrete and positive benefits, including home broadband adoption growth of 26% compared to an estimated 15% growth nationally… Tennessee has now surpassed (by 10 percentage points) the national average of 74% of Americans who use the Internet from home location.  In Tennessee, 84% of residents use the Internet.  Underserved populations in Tennessee have seen the largest increases in broadband adoption and computer ownership, particularly among those demographics which have been targeted through the Connected Tennessee program.  Broadband adoption among low-income minorities grew by 90% within the first year of Connected Tennessee’s work,” he continued.

Ohio’s Governor Strickland pointed to the success of public-private partnerships in accelerating broadband in Ohio.

“I understand that the Federal Communications Commission is considering [Connected Nation’s] role in the process of mapping broadband infrastructure.  I welcome this initiative, because I know we share the common goal of bringing critical broadband infrastructure to every one of our citizens.  And, in your consideration, I urge you to work with, facilitate, and encourage public-private partnerships like Connect Ohio.  Their programs are taking hold and proving to be an effective method of achieving the goal of ubiquitous broadband that we share,” he wrote. 

“Connect Ohio’s state-based broadband maps are critical to the program’s success.  The accuracy and usefulness of these maps depend upon our ability to work with broadband providers, community leaders, and consumers through a collaborative process whereby we help each other build, verify, and update the maps.  A federal program that works with and supports state-based broadband mapping through public-private partnerships would be a solutions-oriented approach to national broadband mapping,” he continued. 

From Minnesota, Diane Wells, manager of the state’s telecommunication division in the Minnesota Department of Commerce, described the powerful impact of the work done by Connected Nation’s Connect Minnesota initiative.  

“The State selected Connected Nation as a result of the company’s innovative model that works on behalf of the State to develop high quality and verifiable products. Further, the State of Minnesota decided that Connected Nation’s approach to mapping, based on voluntary collaboration with the provider community, is the most expedient and effective way to produce this important policy tool….,” wrote Wells.  “Connected Nation and Connect Minnesota have been excellent partners for Minnesota.  As you develop a plan for mapping broadband availability across the United States, we invite and encourage you to look closely at Minnesota’s broadband mapping process.  We believe you will find an excellent model for mapping broadband availability in such a way that is transparent, verifiable, continuously updated, and perhaps most importantly, practical and valuable for identifying those unserved and underserved areas of Minnesota.”

National leaders from both business and labor also wrote letters promoting the results of the work of Connected Nation and the impact that could be achieved through such a model on a more broad scale.
“In designing its broadband data collection program, the NTIA can learn a great deal from successful broadband mapping projects in the states, such as those conducted by the Connected Nation public-private partnerships in Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, Minnesota, West Virginia, and South Carolina…,” wrote Debbie Goldman, Telecommunications Policy Director of the Communications Workers of America. “These programs collected address-level information from broadband providers on the availability of broadband service by technology type. The broadband providers shared their broadband information under non-disclosure agreements. The broadband availability information (by technology type and broadband provider) at the address-level was next made available to the public via an online tool, allowing for full transparency and reporting back from consumers to make corrections, as needed,” Goldman wrote.  

In comments filed by the US Chamber of Commerce, William Kovacs wrote, “Connected Nation, a non-profit that seeks to improve broadband deployment and adoption across the United States, is an excellent example of a public-private partnership that has already proven successful in several states. Connected Nation has also garnered widespread praise for its state-level broadband mapping projects. Impressed by these results, the U.S. Chamber has partnered with Connected Nation and joined Connected Nation’s National Advisory Council.” 

Public support for Connected Nation also included comments from local leaders, non-profits and community members who value Connected Nation’s local demand-creation model and computer distribution program.

· "Connected Tennessee has been an efficient and effective force in increasing broadband and technology availability and utilization in my county as well as across our state,"  according to Daryl Phillips, the executive director of the Hickman County Economic and Community Development Association.

· “As you implement the Broadband Data Improvement Act, please make every effort to ensure that Connect Ohio and its No Child Left Offline program is eligible for funding through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. As we work together toward economic recovery, it is critical that the federal government offer funding and support to existing public-private partnerships which have proven effective in bridging the digital divide,” stated Yvonne Myers, director of Martins Ferry Public Library in Martins Ferry, OH.

· "[ConnectKentucky's] affiliated programs such as the Computers 4 Kids program have made a tremendous impact in rural communities. I know for a fact that two rural libraries have just opened their doors in Floyd County due to the generous donations of new computers for these locations," wrote Brent Graden, director of Economic Development, City of Prestonsburg, KY.
To view the letters of support, visit www.connectednation.org or click here.
# # #

About Connected Nation: Connected Nation is a national non-profit 501(c)3 organization that expands access to and use of broadband Internet and the related technologies that are enabled when individuals and communities have the opportunity and desire to connect. Connected Nation effectively raises the awareness of the value of broadband and related technologies by developing coalitions of influencers and enablers for technology deployment and adoption. Connected Nation works with community stakeholders, states and technology providers to develop and implement technology expansion programs with core competencies centered around a mission to improve digital inclusion for people and places previously underserved or overlooked. For more information about Connected Nation, Inc., visit www.connectednation.org. 
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